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Rating: Homes not 'home’ for India’s elderly
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MEWY DELHI (AFP) - Ejected fram the house of his son and daughter-in-law, Brij
bohan Garg looks around the spartan surroundings of his state-subsidized old age

home in Delhi with & mixture of despair and disbelief. : =
Will you be watching the new "Two

“After doing 5o well in life | find myself here,” said the 72-year-old retired government and a Half Men'?
official, shaking his head and gesturing at the dity upholstery covering a well-waorn

sofa in the home's "wisitors' room”.
Wiewy results without wvoting

(Garg's predicament is in many ways a direct result of India's rapid economic growth,
which has brought enormous social change - including the gradual break-up of the
traditional extended family.

For elderly people like Garg, the "joint” family, where parents, children and By Region

grandchildren all live under one roof, was once a dependable safety net of camfort and
; s ; Zelect a Region b

campanianship in their old age.

. o : : . By Movie Title
But rising costs, shrinking living spaces and increased job mobility mean the aged are )
increasingly left alone and forced to turn to same form of assisted living, the quality of

which varies hugely depending on their means.

Latest census figures show that the average family size in India has dropped from | atest  Most Discussed Most Rated
seven members to five in the last 10 years.
TV's top of the heap

Poszted in General by &nna Higgins 4 hours, 42
minutes ago

"This reflects large-scale migration,” said Mathew Cherian, the head of the nan-profit
group, HelpAge India.

"Rural youngsters are migrating to urban areas for employment, and those in the cities ﬂ In the gossip mags
are either moving to a bigger one or going abroad for better economic prospects, Posted in Hot Celebs by Anna Higains 2 days ago

leaving their parents behind," Cherian told AFP. i
this week

The socio-economic shift in family structure comes at a time of equally rapid Fosted in Hot Celebs by Trish 3 days ago

demographic change as India's overall population ages.

In 2000, the number of Indians over B0 years of age stood at nearly 80 million, ar POPULAR RIGHT NOW
roughly eight percent of the population.

* Adele halts show to help sick fan

According to UN farecasts, that number will reach nearly 170 million by 2025 and 325 * Charlie Sheen roasted as former show is ratings

million -- or 20 percent of the papulation -- by 2050. hit [will you be watching the new Two and a Half Me
* Bradley Cooper spotted fliting with Scarlett

For those with modest incomes and no family support, their limited retirement options Johanssan

will include homes run by state-funded charities - similar to the one where Garg has * Wichael Jackson saved brother-in-law

spent the past five years, * imon Cowell won't marry for 20 years
* Kimberly Stewart confirms daughter's name

The facilities are frugal: rows of small, dingy rooms with rickety beds, cramped * Brad Pitt hires ex-545 soldiers

cupboards and creaking ceiling fans. Some have sewing machines, donated by welfare  * Robert Pattinson recording debut album

qroups. * |z Micolas Cage a vampire?

* Ashton Kutcher sets sitcom recard
Food and lodging is provided free of charge by the charity which estimates its costs at

araund 5 000 rupees (§100) a manth per person and which relies on donations from

wealthy businessmen and nan-profit organisations. . celeb Tweets on

"My san has visited me once in five years," said Garg, who manages to find some J Twitter right now

comfort in living with other pensioners who have been similarly abandoned. Joan Rivers (Joan_Rivers)
Wonderful day today filming JKB. How

"At least | am not dependent on anybody and spend my time with other people who tough can it really be when I'm

surrounded by this!
http: At oo/ mE 3tnc k]

At anather charity ald-age home nearby, Mariam Lyall, 85, bitterly recalls the events Neil Patrick Harris (ActuallyNPH)

that saw her fulfilling life as a nurse in Mumbai reduced to an ald-age of state bldnEenli-tiEms b Rna g
dependency opinionated, politically, I just thought

their chicken tasted really good.
#buzzkill

are like me and understand my pain,” he said.

“| loved my job and lived with my nephew. But as age caught up with me, he started ill-
treating me. He tald me that | was a burden and that he couldn't take care of me any

Zach Braff {zachbraff)
@donald_faison dont worry, I sent this

longer,” she said. privately, When are we gonna see that
_ _ _ _ new movie with that teenage werewolf
"There i1z no respect for us here," said Lyall's frend Angelina Lal. "l don't have any who has abs?
family. | have no choice but to rot in misery.” Toni Street {Toni_Street)
_ _ _ _ @Jane_MNZ1 I'd say so, it'll be on tvnz
The plight of the elderly left to fend for themselves has provided a potentially lucrative andemand

market apening far privately-run homes which pravide high-end care at a cost.

One such facility is the Gaolden Estate, a 19,000 square-foot retirernent community christina applegate (1capplegate)

which offers "privileged living for senior citizens" in the Delhi satellite town of My nRoy ek St e anEiee
i apiad saving "marmamarmarma” in all different

reqgisters, Cuteness, Except for the
= 430arm part,

+
Cwitten @yahoonzgossip

The hame, which is due to apen in January, provides everything from laundry to round-
the-clock medical care, yoga classes and high-speed Internet connections.

Amit Yaidya, director of UCC Care Pt Ltd, the company behind the project, insists the

hame Is a genuine aption for retirement living, rather than a last resort for abandoned Yahoo! New Zealand
PENSIONErS. Entertainment on Facebook
e Like

"WWe realised that India desperately needed a guality old age home option, what with
more disposable incaomes, rizing life spans and poor social secunty,” Yaiday said.

“There are many well-to-do people of the silver generation who are suffering from 149 people ke Yahoo! New Zealand Entertainment.

loneliness. This facility is far children who love their parents and want to give them a 8 = -
happy and secure ald age," he said. 4 g d

Ennms are.allr-n::nnmtn:uneu.j and come with ﬂat-lsc:reen ™ sets, wh.|le comman areas Willset Colnbiie:  Grais Dinial  icaterina
include a dining raom, a library and a gymnasium, all equipped with anti-skid flooring,
grab bars and emergency alarms.

bonthly charges come to around 30,000 rupees, but there is also a securty deposit of
up to 2.7 million rupees.
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Of the 70 units available, 35 percent have already been booked.

. ] g Sponsored Links
“There 1= ot of interest from those who are settled abroad but whose parents are still in P :

India," %aidya said. Home for the Aged
_ - 0w e e - ) lspbangalore.com)s
The busziness opportunities are bringing in big players with big plans. All we need is love care and a little time to spare!
India's fourth-largest mortgage lender, LIC Housing Finance, recently completed a 55- Gurdaoch American School
unit retirement facility in the southern city of Bangalore and a 200-unit home in the wanw oS aicasmericanSchoals.cam
eastern city of Bhubaneshwar. English-Speaking Private School in Gurgaan.

Fequest More Infol
"“WWe expect to make the care homes business a fully contained, listed entity in the

next three to five years," said chief executive officer V. k. Sharma.
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Bangaloere Retirement Home www. Sukhshanthi.com
Balgur Best Retirement Homes. Live Life The Way You Always Wanted oy

Retirement Homes thegoldenestate comiContact Ls Mow
An Exclusive Lifestyle Solution for Senior Citizens in India.
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